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Thelma C. Heatwole 

Plastic Mouthpiece Filter Cigarette (Related to our P.M.#495) 


Claim 2 ef the patent to Schur #2,988,088 includes the 
following limitation which you have asked to have explained: 

• ••"said cigarette being further characterized by having 
a filter whose resistance to draw la substantially greater 
than the resistance offered by a column of tobacco of 
length equal to the length of the filter copnrlelng; in 
combination a column of tobacco* a combustible wrapper 
therefor* and a filter abutting one end of said column* 
said wrapper being provided with a plurality of spaced 
openings* said filter and said openings being so con¬ 
structed and so arranged to operate to reduce the initial 
resistance to draw of the filter tip cigarette to a level 
of not more than about 25X greater than the initial resis¬ 
tance ef said conventional Cigarette." 


This is an involved way of defining an invention* and its 
ambiguity makes the claim susceptible to question as to its 
validity. Judging from what is said in Example 1 and in claim 2* 
the "conventional' 1 cigarette is a normal cigarette of the same 
length as that of the dilution cigarette but without a filter . 

The dilution cigarette of the Schur patent would have to be so con¬ 
structed that its initial RTD would have an increase of not more 
than 25X over that of the "conventional" cigarette. That is* 
the RXD of Schur'a dilution cigarette can go above that of the 
"conventional" cigarette* but can't go to more than 25X above it. 


For instance* if the RTD of the "conventional" cigarette 
were 4"* the Schur dilution filter cigarette would have to be 
constructed so its RTD would go to/more than 5". If the RXD were 
the sane as that of the "conventional" cigarette—say 3" - 4"* 
or around 5—the RXD would be within the claim. If it were 
tVKflMntfilltUT «or« than 5"* It would be outside Schur'a claim. 
Jusythingbelew 


5" would be covered by this claim 


1 have read this interpretation to 
that this agrees with what he believes is 




Helferlch and he says 
by the claim. 
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